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Biographic Note 

Russe   F oyd Knapp was born on September 21, 1908 in Kenwood, Iowa. His education 

inc uded Cedar Rapids Pub ic Schoo s, Washington High Schoo , and Coe Co  ege. 

Whi e attending Washington High Schoo  and Coe Co  ege he was heavi y invo ved in 

the YMCA, St. Pau ’s Methodist Church, and Camp Wapsie’s Wor d Brotherhood 

Program. These programs were the start to his  ife  ong dedication to phi anthropy. In 

addition to these activities as a young man he was a so a successfu  ath ete. At 

Washington High Schoo  he  ettered in footba  , basketba  , track and tennis. He was the 

a  -state quarterback on the Washington team during their 1925 Nationa  Championship 

season. Whi e at Coe he became the number one tennis p ayer as a sophomore and wou d 

carry his dedication to the sport a   through out his  ife p acing 12
th 

in the nationa  Super 

Seniors tournament at the age of 90. 

On December 21, 1930, he married Louise Northcott who a so was a Coe Co  ege 

graduate. They began their  ife together during the Great Depression where Russe   

started up his securities business with his High Schoo  friend, Ernie Kosek. Through this 

successfu  business Russe   was ab e to make enough money to pursue his bigger goa s of 

phi anthropy. One of his biggest phi anthropic ventures was during Wor d War II with 

his, “Bui d A Bond” campaign in Cedar Rapids that was commended by many Iowa and 

Nationa  po itica   eaders. After the war had passed Russe   and Louise Knapp continued 

to be extreme y community oriented. They cherished their abi ity to sponsor foreign 

exchange students from a   over the wor d and trave ed to p aces around the g obe to 

promote internationa  cooperation and understanding. 

Their dedication to community a so invo ved their commitment to St. Pau ’s United 

Methodist Church where Russe   served as president during the  ate 1940’s. St. Pau ’s 

Church remained an important organization through out their  ives whi e serving as a 

base for them to promote their phi anthropy. Coe Co  ege a so remained important to the 

Knapp fami y where Russe   served the A umni Association beginning in 1943 and was 

awarded the A umni Association Award for Civic Service. Russe   and Louise Knapp’s 

 ife dedicated to civic service cu minated in 1984 when they received the B’nai B’rith 

Award for Civic Service. These are on y a few, among many awards and recognitions 

that the Knapp fami y received for their mu titude of contributions to their community 

both  oca  y and internationa  y, and what most defined their  ives. 
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Scope and Content 

The Knapp Fami y Papers is 1  inear foot, consisting of 3 boxes of papers and 

memorabi ia. The co  ection contains a  arge amount of materia  pertaining to Russe   

Knapp, a sma   portion of materia  pertaining to Louise Northcott Knapp, another sma   

portion pertaining to the fami y in genera , and the remaining portion pertaining to the 

organizations they were invo ved in. 

The main focus of the materia  inc uded in the co  ection is concentrated on Russe   

Knapp’s  ife and accomp ishments. Ear y documents inc ude the p ays and pageants 

Russe   participated in as a  ate ado escent, Coe Co  ege undergraduate coursework 

inc uding a paper written on compu sory service in co  ege R.O.T.C. programs, business 

exams, and a paper tit ed, “An Unp easant Subject” written about the organizations that 

had formed the person he was becoming. A so inc uded in this co  ection are approva  

 etters sent to Russe   from top  eve  Iowa and Nationa  po iticians in regards to his 

“Bui d A Bond” program during WWII, and rea  estate correspondence conducted in 

1932 during the Great Depression. Last y the co  ection contains documents of Russe  ’s 

re ating to his participation in the YMCA, the Camp Wapsie Y, and the Young Men’s 

Bureau of the Chamber of Commerce. 

Beyond his ear y  ife’s accomp ishments are many awards and honors that Russe   

achieved through out his  ife. Among the awards and honors documentation inc uded in 

the co  ection are awards from B’nai B’rith, the American Red Cross War Fund, Smith 

Side Civic C ub, T.M. Sinc air Society, and Coe Co  ege A umni Association. A  arge 

part of the co  ection is made up of correspondence from friends and fami y and 

newspaper c ippings congratu ating Louise and Russe   Knapp for their Civic Awards and 

contributions. 

Items in the co  ection re ating to Louise Knapp inc ude her Coe Co  ege memorabi ia 

and ephemera, artic es saved in re ation to her past professors inc uding Dr. Mabe  Lee 

and Ethe  Out and, and awards and honors from organizations inc uding the United 

Nations Association, T.M. Sinc air Society, and B’nai B’rith. 

Other items in the co  ection inc ude Coe Co  ege pub ications, a Coe Co  ege Pennant, 

documents re ating to the Knapp fami y’s invo vement in St. Pau ’s United Methodist 

Church, documents of the Knapp fami y’s invo vement in internationa  exchange 

programs, and photographs taken during a trip to Nigeria where they were received by 

Oba Adeyinka Oyekan II (Ru er of Lagos, Nigeria) in 1965. 
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A pha Xi De ta 

A umni Association of Coe Co  ege 

American Red Cross War Fund, Tennis 
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Benjamin Frank in High Schoo , (Cedar Rapids, Iowa) 

B’nai B’rith 

Bower, Roger, 1903-1979 

Cedar Rapids (Iowa) 

Cedar Rapids Pioneers 

Cedar Rapids Symphony Orchestra 

Coe Co  ege 

Co  ege Prose, American—Iowa—Coe Co  ege. 

Comay, Joan 
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Gage, Harry Morehouse, 1878-1961 
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Great Depression 

Herring, C yde L. (C yde LaVerne), 1879-1945 
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Knapp, F oyd H. 
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Rotary C ub, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

Securities Corporation of Iowa Financia  
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Smith Side Civic C ub 

St. Luke’s Hospita , (Cedar Rapids, Iowa) 

St. Luke’s Hea th Care Foundation 

St. Pau ’s United Methodist Church, (Cedar Rapids, Iowa) 
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T.M. Sinc air Society 

Tu  man, J.M. 
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