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Scope and Content

Most of the Collection is articles Dora Jane wrote for Life Magazine from 1951 to 1979. It also
includes articles written for The Coe Cosmos and Cedar Rapids Gazette from 1941 to 1947. Other
articles Harper's Bazaar, Smithsonian, Reader's Digest, Sports Illustrated from 1968 to 1993. There are
reviews of the book she wrote, That Was the Life about her time with Life Magazine. Personal
Correspondence from Ethel Outland, Ralph Graves, Mary Martin and Dale Gramley. Articles written
about Dora Jane mostly from the Cedar Rapids Gazette from 1943 to 1977.

Biographical Note

Dora Jane Hamblin was born June 15, 1920 in Bedford, lowa. She graduated magna cum laude from Coe College
in 1941, majoring in Journalism. Among her many activities and accomplishments at Coe, Hamblin was a
Delta Delta Delta president, Panhellenic president, and Cosmos editor. She also played tennis and was on
both the hockey and basketball teams at Coe.

After graduation, Hamblin went on to get her Master's degree in journalism from Northwestern University
in 1942. Everinthe action, she served in the Red Cross during World War Il, travelling with them to Europe
and the Pacific.

Hamblin started her long career at Life magazine in 1948, working at first as a researcher in New York
City. She went on to be a correspondent in London, Paris, Chicago, and Rome. Dodie Hamblin also wrote
a total of eight books, most about Italian archaeology. She also assisted Mary Martin with the biography
of her life, a book entitled My Heart Belongs.

Dora Jane Hamblin spent the last 23 years of her life in her favorite country, Italy. She passed away in
1993, afflicted with throat cancer.
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Detailed Description of the Collection

Articles:

Folder 1- Harper's Bazaar - "Sophia Loren" - June 1966

Folder 2 - Life - "Be Sure to Visit Sioux City" - N.D.

Folder 3 - Life - "Little Shop of Wonders" - N.D.

Folder 4 - Life - "Wanna Buy a Good Used Road" - N.D.

Folder 5 - Life - "Chairman of Tories Credits Youth Vote" - November 5, 1951

Folder 6 - Life - "The Farmer and His Government" - January 3, 1955

Folder 7 - Life - "Chicago's Traffic Terror" - October 24, 1955

Folder 8 - Life - "A Civil War in a Nutshell" - November 4, 1957

Folder 9 - Life - "Trivial or a Delight?" - September 1, 1958

Folder 10 - Life - "A Simple End to a Pope's Splendid Life" - October 20, 1958

Folder 11 - Life - "The Pope's Funeral" October 27, 1958

Folder 12 - Life - "New Pope Takes Over" - November 10, 1958

Folder 13 - Life - "Anderson's Tales" - December 8, 1958

Folder 14 - Life - "And Twelve Days with Desperate Men" - February 10, 1961

Folder 15 - Life - "The World's Crookedest Horse Race" - June 30, 1961

Folder 16 - Life - "Lovely Ways and Wiles of a Captivating Woman: Sophia Loren - August 11, 1961

Folder 17 - Life - "Storm Tossed Trip and ...Party Tossing Arrival - February 16, 1962

Folder 18 - Life - "Up, Up and Up in Busy Chicago: - February 23, 1962

Folder 19 - Life - "He Hit that Keyhole in the Sky" - March 2, 1962 2

Folder 20 - Life - "Applause, Tears and Laughter and the emotions of a Long-Ago Fourth of July" -
March 9, 196

Folder 21 - Life - "A Stupendous Outing" - March 1962

Folder 22 - Life - "Poor Dear Little Cleopatra" - April 18, 1962

Folder 23 - Life - "Sights that Never Lose Their Magic" - August 24, 1962

Folder 24 - Life - "That Grand 'Ole Italian Op'ry” - November 30, 1962

Folder 25 - Life - "Editor's Note: A Reluctant lowan Who Writes About a Reluctant Italian" - January
18, 1963

Folder 26 - Life - "A Symbol of Something for All the Girls" - January 18, 1963

Folder 27 - Life - "Helen Klaben's Ordeal" - April 12, 1963

Folder 28 - Life - "Gangway for Goulet" - April 26, 1963

Folder 29- Life - "More Machiavelli Than Michelangelo" - August 30, 1963

Folder 30 - Life - "His Hotels Keep Conrad Hilton Hopping in 19 Lands Instant America" - August 30,
1963

Folder 31 - Life - "Mrs. Kennedy's Decisions Shaped All the Solemn Pageantry" - December 6, 1963

Folder 32 - Life - "Problems and Pavilions" - January 17, 1964

Folder 33 - Life - "Snow, Mist and High Tide Bring Haunting Beauty-Winter in Venice" February 21,
1694

Folder 34 - Life - "Comic Catapults to Higher Stage" - March 20, 1964

Folder 35 - Life - "History's Biggest Literary Whodunit" - April 24, 1964

Folder 36 - Life - "Mark (YE) (The) Twain" - July 10, 1964

Folder 37 - Life - "Carlo and Sophia" - September 18, 1964

Folder 38 - Life - "Hardly Anybody Knows Him" - October 16, 1964

Folder 39 - Life - "Lucrative Paradise for Grave Robbers" - November 20, 1964

Folder 40 - Life - "The Case of the Talking Trunk" - December 4, 1964

Folder 41 - Life - "Big Mouth + Massive Wit +Soul of a Daffodil = ZERO" - December 4, 1964

Folder 42 - Life - "High Hokum-Italian Style” January 22, 1965

Folder 43 - Life - "The Epic of Sir Winston" - January 29, 1965



Folder 44 - Life - " Those Mad, Merry Vicars of England" - January 29, 1965

Folder 45 - Life - "She Puts the Oomph in the Opera" - March 5, 1965

Folder 46 - Life - "One Old Trooper Who Comes Back" - April 9, 1965

Folder 47 - Life - "Everybody Sure Glad" - May 21, 1965

Folder 48 - Life - "Bigamy Italian Style" - July 23, 1965

Folder 49 - Life - "Her Honor Bops the Hoodlums" - July 39, 1965

Folder 50 - Life - "Visit to Mama Mussolini" - February 11, 1966

Folder 51 - Life - "The Scene/ When Lady Lawmakers Take Over a Town" - February 25, 1966

Folder 52 - Life - "Charles and George Know" - March 18, 1966

Folder 53 - Life - "The Whispers of Pompeii" - March 25, 1966

Folder 54 - Life - "The Passionate Clown Comes Back" - April 1, 1966

Folder 55 - Life - "The Amateurs Sunny, Beguiling World" - Year End Special Issue 1966

Folder 56 - Life - "The Strange Quest of James Kidd" - March 3, 1967

Folder 57 - Life - "The Cult of Angry Ayn Rand" - April 7, 1967

Folder 58 - Life - "Houseful of Our History" - August 25, 1967

Folder 59 - Life - "Sioux City Welcomes the World" - September 1, 1967

Folder 60 - Life - "Out to Sea and Into History" - October 6. 1967

Folder 61 - Life - "The Fire and Fate Have Left Eight Widows" - January 26, 1968

Folder 62 - Life - "Anyone for Fake '‘Duce' Diaries?" - May 3, 1968

Folder 63 - Life - "Ready or Not USA, Here They Come" - July 13, 1968

Folder 64 - Life - "Crunch in the Churches" - July 18, 1968

Folder 65 - Life - "Spacecraft Anonymous” October 11, 1968

Folder 66 - Life - "The Magnificent Agony of Wives Below” November 1, 1968

Folder 67 - Life - "Pasta you Want? Pasta You’ll Get.” December 6, 1968

Folder 68- Life - "7 Days Aboard Apollo 7” December 6, 1968

Folder 69 - Life - "A Texas Suburb of the Moon” December 13, 1968

Folder 70 - Life - "Men and Machine” December 20, 1968

Folder 71 - Life - "Christmas Cheers on the Apollo 8 Home Front” January 10, 1969

Folder 72 - Life - "Neal Armstrong Refuses to Waste any Heartbeats” and “A Close Watch on the Men
and Their Prizes” July 4, 1969

Folder 73 - Life - "A Whole Town Upward Bound” July 17, 1970

Folder 74 - Life - "Isole Di Pace — Peaceful Islands in Chaotic Rome” September 28, 1970

Folder 75 - Life - "The Mad Cyclist of Napoli” October 2, 1970

Folder 76 - Life - "The Night the Devil Stole the Doors” October 30, 1970

Folder 77 - Life - "A Fine Feathered Flap in Italy” December 18, 1970

Folder 78 - Life - "Turkish Hassle Over Junk and Jewelry” April 23, 1971

Folder 79 - Life - "Mount Etna Turns Nasty” May 28, 1971

Folder 80 - Life - "Friends, Fiddlers and Fiedler on Tour” May 24, 1971

Folder 81 - Life - "Italy Tries to Maroon Some Mafiosi” June 18, 1971

Folder 82 - Life - "Feasting For The Greater Glory” July 23, 1971

Folder 83 - Life - "Which Face is Fellini?” July 30, 1971

Folder 84 - Life - "Will Turismo Ruin the Ruins?” August 27, 1971

Folder 85 - Life - "The Little Bike of Don Eraldo” October 15, 1971

Folder 86 - Life - "The Terrifying Tale of Italy” November 5, 1971

Folder 87 - Life - "The Licorice Lira Problem” November 26, 1971

Folder 88 - Life - "Fiasco Fiasco in Chianti Country” May 19, 1971

Folder 89 - Life - "Skyjacking Con Amore” June 2, 1972

Folder 90 - Life - "Morning Glories and Alien Corn” September 8, 1972

Folder 91 - Life - "Wanna Buy a Good Used Road?” October 6, 1972

Folder 92 - Life - "Home to lowa” December 15, 1972

Folder 93 - "Home to lowa” Pamphlet

Folder 94 - Life — Photographs Used for “Home to lowa” story December 1972



Folder 95 - Life - "We'll Miss the Dream-The Great Dream That We Could Do It All” December 29,
1972 Final Issue

Folder 96 - Life - "The Tel Aviv Look” Special Issue 1973

Folder 97 - Life - " Brief Record of a Gentle Pope” November 1978

Folder 98 - Life - "The Firm Touch of the New Fisherman” September 1979

Folder 99 — Miscellaneous Newspaper clippings 1941-1947

Folder 100 — New Society - "Far From Broadway” November 1963

Folder 101 — Reader’s Digest — Who Wrote Shakespeare?” July 1964

Folder 102 — Reader’s Digest — “The Burning Question That Splits Our Churches” February 1969

Folder 103 — Smithsonian — “What a Spectacle! Eyeglasses and How They Evolved” March 1983

Folder 104 — Smithsonian — The Etruscans’ Day Was Short, But They Have Cast a Long Shadow”
February 1985

Folder 105 — Smithsonian - “Need a Guillotine? Call Rancati” October4 1985

Folder 106 — Smithsonian - “Venice Without Gondolas?” July 1987

Folder 107 — Smithsonian - “I Sunk Among the Broken Mummies” June 1988

Folder 108 — Smithsonian - “Birth of the Salesman” August 1988

Folder 109 - Smithsonian - “When it Comes to Pasta” May 1991

Folder 110 - Smithsonian - “Rome and Water-Together Again” September 1992

Folder 111 - Smithsonian - “Once Maligned Celts are Now Touted as the First Europeans” May 1993

Folder 112- Sports Illustrated - “Torino-A Hot Town on the Po” October 9, 1961
Book

Folder 113 - That Was the Life — Reviews - 1977
Personal

Folder 114 — College Schedules

Folder 115 — Correspondence

Folder 116 — News Articles about Dora Jane

Folder 117 — Photograph

Folder 118 — Photograph — Mary Martin, autographed

Folder 119 — Speech — delivered to P.E.O History of Coe — April 19, 1976

Book - How Life Gets The Story






